
Crossing Borders in the Insular Middle Ages

University of Birmingham, 24-25 September 2019

Natalia PETROVSKAIA
Utrecht University

The Transmission of Geographical Knowledge in 
Medieval Europe: Latin and Vernacular 
Manuscripts of the Imago Mundi Tradition

Natalia PETROVSKAIA (Utrecht) ‘The Transmission of Geographical Knowledge ’



Crossing Borders in the Insular Middle Ages – Birmingham University – 24-25 September 2019

“Defining ‘Europe’ in Medieval European 

Geographical Discourse: the Image of the World 

and its Legacy, 1110-1500”

Duration: 
1 Februady 2017-31 January 2020 (3 years)

Host Institution: 
The Institute for Cultural Inquiry (ICON) & Faculty of Humanities, Utrecht University

Funding:
Innovational Research Incentives Scheme VENI of the Netherlands Organisation for 
Scientific Research (NWO) 

Natalia PETROVSKAIA (Utrecht) ‘The Transmission of Geographical Knowledge ’

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/institute-for-cultural-inquiry
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/faculty-of-humanities
https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/our-funding-instruments/nwo/innovational-research-incentives-scheme/index.html
https://www.nwo.nl/en


Crossing Borders in the Insular Middle Ages – Birmingham University – 24-25 September 2019

Project Website

https://definingeurope.sites.uu.nl/

Features: 

• News

• Publications* (including articles, posters 
and powerpoints)

• Blog

• Manuscripts database (link)

Coming soon: digital exhibition

*OpenAccess!

https://definingeurope.sites.uu.nl/


Coming soon: digital exhibition
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Imago Mundi

⚫ Honorius Augustodunensis (ca. 1090-ca.1130/40)

⚫ 1110, 1123, 1133, 1139

⚫ 3 Books

Book I : Space

Book II: Time

Book III: History
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Imago Mundi. Book I
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Imago Mundi: translations and adaptations

•Imago Mundi – Latin
•L’Image du Monde – French (Gautier de 
Metz)
•Mappe Monde – French (Pierre de Beauvais)
•La Petite Philosopie – Anglo-Norman
•Divisiones Mundi – Anglo-Norman
•Delw y Byd – Welsh
•Semeiança del Mundo – Castilian
•Ymagine del Mondo - Italian
•Ymago Mundi – Old Norse
•Das Buch von der Forme und Bildnuβ der 
Welt – German
• Hebrewצלמות עולם



Images of the World Database

https://imagomundi.hum.uu.nl/

350+ MSS of IM + vernacular adaptations (Delw y byd etc.). Fragments, 
extracts, and extensive quotations in compilations are  included. 
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